
January 2014 

Holy Reading: Genesis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Holy reading of the scriptural passage is traditionally done in four steps, which have Latin names.  
 

1. Lectio (reading) - Read the short passage slowly and carefully several times. You may do this 
aloud or silently. You may wish to make notes of anything that particularly captures your attention or 
seems significant. 
2. Meditatio (thinking about) - Think about the text in a deep way, opening your mind to any 
nuances. You may wish to actually visualize any scenes in the text, or to write notes about your 
understanding of it. Traditionally, during this step the Holy Spirit is thought to help aid in scriptural 
understanding. 
3. Oratio (praying) - Open your heart to God. Imagine that you and God are conversing about the 
passage, its meaning, and what it means for you. Allow intuition and "the small voice within" to 
participate. Your intellectual mind is of no use here. 
4. Contemplatio (meditating) - Now let go of all words, and sit in silent communion with God.  

Pastors will preach on the book of Genesis each Sunday of January. After the Holy Reading you can 
share your thoughts and questions with the pastor who preaches that week. Happy reading and holy 
reading! 
 

 

 

 

January Worship Calendar 
 

January 5 
8:30  Worship and Communion with  
            Special Music 
Greeters: Lana & Ken Magsam 
10:00  Eucharist Service 
11:00  Worship and Communion with    
            Worship Band 
Greeters: Tracey & Chad Abrams 
Preacher: Rev. Sherry Scates on 
  “In the Beginning” 
 

January 12 
8:30  Worship with Chancel Choir 
Greeters: Chrissy Santerelli 
10:00  Eucharist Service 
11:00  Worship with Worship Band 
Greeter: Kim Pondelicek 
Preacher: Rev. Chris Walters on 
  “Sin and the City” 

 
 

 

 
 
 
January 19 
8:30  Worship with Chancel Choir 
Greeters: Barb & John Tschopp 
10:00  Eucharist Service 
11:00  Worship, Baptism with Worship  
  Band 
Greeter: Susan Meadows 
Preacher: Rev. Eun-Hye Choi on 
  “Patriarchs Part I” 
 

January 26 
8:30  Worship with Chancel Choir 
Greeters: Pat & Franklin Brown 
10:00  Eucharist Service 
11:00  Worship with Worship Band 
Greeters: Jennifer & David Armstrong 
Preacher: Rev. Eun-Hye Choi on 
  “Patriarchs Part II” 
 
  

In January we will read, study and mediate on the book of Genesis in the Bible.  Each 
month we will choose a book from the Bible and practice Holy Reading. Holy Reading,  
Lectio Divina, has a long and venerable history in the Christian Church. Before beginning 
this practice, prepare the reading space. It should be comfortable, clean, 
and free from all distractions.  Next, choose a scripture from which to read. 
There is a Genesis reading schedule for you in this newsletter. And decide 

upon a small section or passage from each day's reading to meditate.  Now prepare 
yourself by closing your eyes and getting centered and still. 

 



1/6  Genesis 1, 2 1/19  Genesis 27, 28 

1/7  Genesis 3, 4 1/20  Genesis 29, 30 

1/8  Genesis 5, 6 1/21 Genesis 31, 32 

1/9  Genesis 7, 8 1/22  Genesis 33, 34 

1/10  Genesis 9, 10 1/23  Genesis 35, 36 

1/11 Genesis 11, 12 1/24 Genesis 37, 38 

1/12 Genesis 13, 14 1/25 Genesis 39, 40 

1/13  Genesis 15, 16 1/26  Genesis 41, 42 

1/14  Genesis 17, 18 1/27  Genesis 43, 44 

1/15  Genesis 19, 20 1/28 Genesis 45, 46 

1/16  Genesis 21, 22 1/29  Genesis 47, 48 

1/17  Genesis 23, 24 1/30  Genesis 49 

1/18 Genesis 25, 26 1/31  Genesis 50 
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January 2014 
 

Reading the Book of Genesis and 
Reflection on Sermons 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

  

.  When you finish the readings, please return this card to the church office . 

NAME: 



Prayer Requests  

Small Group Ministry  
 

Did you miss the last Parent's Time Out?  Don't worry, Moms Encouraging Moms has 

another opportunity on January 11th from 4:00-8:00 p.m.  In order to participate in this   

opportunity, you need to register your child/ren online at http://plainfieldumc.com/PTO or 

with the paper forms in the church office by January 8th.  It is also required that you pack a  

dinner and any other child necessities such as pacifiers, diapers, etc.  A good will                

donation will be accepted.  If you have any questions, please contact Colleen Runty at 

clancyc@gmail.com or 630-405-3450. 

 

The Green Team will recycle your old cell phones.  Donate your inactive cell phones 

today.  Just drop them in the bin located in the church storage area at the base of the 

balcony steps (across from the church office) and we will do the rest. 

 

Green Team recommends you clear old data from your phone before donating. If your cell phone 

stores contacts and other information on a removable SIM card, start by taking the card out. To 

completely wipe your phone from data, perform a factory reset. 

 

 Go here for information on androids and iphones: http://www.techhive.com/article/209143/

how_do_i_reset_my_phone_to_factory_settings.html 

 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS: George Angelos’ goddaughter, Shelley Nicholas;                    
Fern  Angelos’ brother, Bob Fox; Tom Baker; Susie Bettenhausen’s mother,                  
Bonnie Proper; Alex Chan; Judy Conklin; Russ Corey; Russ & Louise Corey's daugh-
ter, Kathleen Kennedy-Corey; Karen Cowan’s brother; Bev  Daniels; Eric Essex;            
Helen Hill; Nelson Jimenez;  Jan Johnston; Diana McCullogh’s daughter, Erin 
McCullough; Harriett & Richard Nelson’s grandson, Logan Nelson; Carol Markwell; 
Mary Palcisko; Bev Parks; Matt Runty’s uncle, Bob Runty and family; Tom & Betty 
Sacco’s friend, Jerry Bhooli; Diane Robert’s friend, Paul Schlueter; Craig Smith’s fa-

ther, Walter Smith; Chuck Anderson; The Tschopp family at the death of John’s sister, Linda 
Kauffman; Aimee Wigton’s mother, Rosemary Thompson; The  Proulx family at the death of   
Wendy’s uncle, Gene Harmon ***Those serving  in the military.  If you want to include someone 
on the  prayer list, please complete a Prayer Request Card (found in the pew rack). 
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Delores Smith's mother, Laura Louise                 
Alexander, age 95, passed away on November 

5, 2013. Laura had been a resident of the                
Lakewood Nursing Home for the past few years. 

Prior to her going to Lakewood, Delores was  
her caregiver. 

  
Please keep Delores and her family in your 

thoughts and prayers.   
  

Expressions of sympathy  
can be sent to:  

Delores & Paul Smith, 15322 S. Joliet Road,                   
Plainfield, IL 60544  

 
 
 

Dianna Biernat's father L. Wilmont "Monty"  
Watson, 89, of Moline, Illinois, passed away on 
November 30th in the Heartland Health Care 

Center in Moline. Funeral services were held at 
the Bethel Wesley United Methodist Church, 
Moline, where he was a member for many 

years. 
  

Please keep Dianna and Jerry, along with their 
daughters Sarah (Kyle) Mette, Lisa Biernat 

(Shawn Smith, boyfriend), and Felicia Biernat 
(Jon Penkala, finance) in your thoughts and 

prayers.     
  

Expressions of sympathy can be sent to:  
Dianna & Jerry Biernat, 15817 S. Frederick Ave. 

Plainfield, IL 60544. 

  
 

 

 

 
 

We celebrate with Jamie and Stuart Littell as their son Vallon Kelmer Littell was baptized on               
December 29th.  Vallon has two big sisters Asa (9) and Lola (7). His sponsors are Craig Sumner & 
Heather Beebe. His grandparents are Camille & Steve Summer, Debra Summer, Laura & Dan Lit-

tell and  Brenda Littell.  His great grandparents are Maxine Clifton and Carol Josserand.  
 

We welcome you Vallon as a member of  Christ’s church. 

Ron Mizwicki's father, Ronald S. Mizwicki, age 78, passed away peacefully on December 20th at 
the Joliet Area Community Hospice Home. Ronald resided in Plainfield and was a former longtime  
resident of Bridgeview, IL. 
  
A Celebration of Ron's life was held, Monday, December 23, at 10:30am at the Overman-Jones Fu-
neral Home. Future inurnment will be at the Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery, Elwood, IL. 
  
Please keep Ron & Karen, along with their children Bailey (David) Hartigan, Breeana and Aidan in 
your thoughts and prayers.     
  

Expressions of sympathy 
can be sent to: 

Ron & Karen Mizwicki, 25225 Jacob Fry Drive, Plainfield, IL 60585 
  

For those who would like to leave a lasting tribute to Ron's life, memorials to the Joliet Area Commu-
nity Hospice, 250 Water Stone Circle, Joliet, IL 60431, (815) 740-4104, www.joliethospice.org would 
be greatly appreciated. 

  

http://www.joliethospice.org/
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Mission News  

WHAT A GREAT DECEMBER - Our Mission Tree served us well.  As the Mitten Tree, it received a 
huge amount of new warm outerwear for people of all ages, which we distributed to several of our 
projects.  As a Love Tree, it gathered an overwhelming number of gifts for the members of five                
families served by the Del Valle Migrant Worker Head Start School.  And finally, as the Angel Tree, it 
served as a thank you to all the angels in our congregation who were so generous with their support.   
     We will have the Angel Tree up through the first week in January to honor our great congregational 
family.  
  
FINAL RESULTS OF OUR PIE AUCTION - When all the figures were in, they came to $4,204, just a 
tad more than last year.  We had a fantastic night, and the fellowship was wonderful!  Half of this went 
to help with our church apportionments.  In fact, because of a book sale, the Bread Upon the Waters 
campaign, and the Pie Auction, we raised more than $3,800 to help with our apportionments.   We 
thank our wonderful congregation for making this possible! 
  
MORE GOOD NEWS - We met all our goals for our 12 Rainbow Covenant Projects.  
  
LOOKING AHEAD - There are many exciting things going on in Missions in 2014.  In February, two 
of our members will be traveling to Bolivia on a Volunteers-In-Mission trip. We are helping with their 
travel expenses through the VIM-Rides Service  (see below). 
  
NEED A RIDE TO/FROM THE AIRPORTS?  We have a committee chaired by Jim and Jane         
Ferguson who will get you to/from the airports for a donation of what you think you would pay for a 
taxi.  Check is made payable to PUMC with "VIM-RIDES" in the  memo blank.   
     The drivers do this as a service to our church.  They volunteer their time, cars, etc. We appreciate 
their service so much, for it provides funds that help our adult members participate in mission trips. 
     And, they could sure use drivers - if you can't do it regularly, how about signing up to be an 
emergency driver, or a weekend only driver, or ........? Please see the Fergusons at church or call 
them at 815-436-5734 to learn more.   
  
NEW LEADERSHIP - The Missions Committee will have new leadership in 2014.  Meanwhile, my    
co-chair, Martha Wassenaar, and I would like to say thank you for all your kind words, help and sup-
port you have given us.  It has been a blessing to serve our church in this way.  We have a great 
committee, a wonderful congregation, and fantastic support from our church ministers and staff!  I 
have often said that all we have to do is explain a need, and our congregation responds.   
     Some of the things that have given me great satisfaction through the years:  
   + Our congregational support of three members of our church family as they fulfilled their 
study obligations to become United Methodist Ministers (and we have another one on that 
journey now) - 
   + The establishment of the VIM Rides Service, which has helped so many of our adult mem-
bers participate in Conference mission trips - 
   + Our church participation in local projects, such as the Migrant Worker Head Start School at 
Del Valle. 
     Other church groups are also very active in mission work.  It is easy to see that Missions is 
close to the heart of our church family!  
  
                                                       Estalee DeCou, for the Missions Committee 
  



Youth Ministries News  
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1. WEEKLY YOUTH GATHERINGS resume Sunday nights, starting January 5 at 6:30. Junior and 
senior high meet together briefly at the beginning and end of the evening and do their own separate 
activities and discussions in between. 
 
2. CONFIRMATION VISIT TO BRIDGEVIEW MOSQUE - Everyone is 
invited to join the confirmation class as we leave promptly at 10:15 am on 
Saturday, January 11 to go to the Mosque Foundation in Bridgeview. At 
11:00 am we will eat an amazing Mediterranean lunch at Al Bawadi 
Restaurant (bring $10 for lunch) and then go to the mosque to observe a 
prayer service and receive a presentation about Islam by Sh. Kifah 
Mustafa. Sh. Mustafa will answer our questions after his presentation. We 
should return to PUMC by 3:30. Contact Pastor Chris to let him know you 
are coming. All are welcome to come! 
 
Everyone interested in learning about Islam, please come to PUMC Wednesday night, January 8 
at 6:30, for an “Intro to Islam” session with Pastor Chris. All questions are welcome! 

 
  3. MYSTERY NIGHT! - Sunday, January 26 at 6:30 pm 
  Junior and senior high, what are we doing? 
  Come and find out! 
 

4. LOCK-IN! - Friday, January 31, at 8:00 pm, junior and senior high youth will 
come to PUMC for their first ever caramel corn-making lock-in! The bags of 
popcorn will be sold the following Sunday, February 2, for $5. All proceeds fund 
the mission trip to Red Bird Mission in June (see below). Depart 6:00 am. 
 
5. SENIOR HIGH RETREAT - All high school youth (and friends!) are invited to a two-night retreat 
February 14-16 at Dickson Valley Camp in Newark, IL. We will leave promptly at 4:30 pm on 
Friday from PUMC and will return by noon Sunday. (need to arrive later? Contact Pastor Chris). 
 
Retreat includes five meals, starting with dinner Friday night. If you have special dietary needs, 
please tell Pastor Chris by Wednesday, January 29. Dickson Valley offers tons of all-inclusive fun 
stuff to do. See PUMYF.org/retreats and dvcrc.com/activities for more info. 
 

LASER TAG ● TUBING HILL ● BROOM BALL ● INDOOR CLIMBING WALL ● MUCH MORE! 
 
Tell Pastor Chris you (and a friend or two!) are going by Wednesday, January 29. Cost is $100. 
 
6. MISSION TRIP REGISTRATION - Sunday, February 16 at 6:30 pm. 
Interested in going on the mission trip to Red Bird Mission in eastern 
Kentucky June 1-7? 
 
Read the details about the trip at PUMYF.org/missions and then come 
Sunday night to register. 
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Women's Book group -- This awesome group of dynamic ladies will be reading       
Divergent by Veronica Roth in January! You will want to read it before the movie  
comes out this spring. Join us for discussion on Thursday, Jan 16th at 7pm in room 
205.  All women are welcome! Questions?  Contact Pastor Sherry at                                      
sherry.scates@plainfieldumc.com.                            

 

*NEW* Adult Education Opportunity -- Each month we participate in the sacraments of Holy Com-
munion and Baptism. Have you ever wondered what it is all about? What is happening beneath the 
surface of things? Are you curious how to introduce your children to these holy acts? Join Pastor 
Sherry for a deeper look at the sacraments over four Sunday mornings at 9:50am in room 206, start-
ing January 5th, or Monday lunches at 12 noon, starting January 6th. All are welcome to come touch 
the water and taste the bread! Contact Pastor Sherry with questions. 
 

CUB SCOUTS PACK 82 (Den 5) WILL BE HOSTING THE WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER ON 
JANUARY 8TH. - Plan to join us in Fellowship Hall at 5:30 p.m. for a meal. No need to bring                  
anything but yourself.  

 

WHAM! Gatherings in January! -- Join us on Wednesdays, Jan. 8th and 22nd from 6:30-7:30pm for 
WHAM! All kindergarten through fifth graders are welcome as we discover a new mission each 
month! Kids will learn about problems and needs in the world and be empowered to make a           
difference! All are welcome! Contact Pastor Sherry for more information at  

sherry.scates@plainfieldumc.com. 

 

 

SIGN UP FOR ALTAR FLOWERS: Want to honor or remember someone special? A great way to 
do that is to provide altar flowers for Sunday worship services. Sign up in the fellowship hall so we 
know the details and then you can bring the flowers of your choice on Sunday morning. 

 

COFFEE HOUR: We have several Sundays that have not been reserved for “hosting” coffee hour in 2014. 
We know you don’t want to lose out on the opportunity to be the host, so please check the bulletin board in 
JBFH and sign up today!! 

 

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT THE CHURCH WEBSITE RECENTLY?~ Did you know. . .  

¶ The bulletin and announcement sheets are posted to the church website each week?  

¶ Photos of recent events are on the church Facebook page. 

¶ The calendar of all church events may be found under the “News & Events” tab. 

¶ If you want to schedule a baptism, use the church building for a personal event,  complete a new 
member form they are all on the “Forms” tab.  

 

Surf around to learn more about PUMC! 

www.plainfieldumc.com 

 

mailto:sherry.scates@plainfieldumc.com
mailto:sherry.scates@plainfieldumc.com


JANUARY, 2014 CALENDAR 

Date Time Event 

Wed Jan 1  Happy New Year! 

 Thu  Jan 2  4:30pm Tutoring Center - 203 

 6:30pm For God’s Sake, Let’s Get Healthy—PFH 

Fri Jan 3 5:00pm Finance Meeting - C/L 

 Sun Jan 5 12:30pm Young Men's Group - Offsite 

 Mon Jan 6 7:00pm Stress Support Group - C/L 

  8:00pm Young Adult Gathering - Front Street Cantina 

 Tue Jan 7 9:00am Prayer Shawl Knitting Group—PFH 

 6:30pm God & Family Class - 204 

 Wed Jan 8  5:30pm Wednesday Dinner   

 6:30pm WHAM! - 202, 204 

 6:30pm Immersion Bible Study—C/L 

 Thu Jan 9 7:00pm Trustee Meeting - C/L 

 Sat Jan 11  9:00am Plainfield Area Infertility Group - Room 205 

  10:30am 
Confirmation Class                                                                                
Carpool to Bridgeview Mosque Bridgeview, IL 

 Sun Jan 12 12:30pm Baptism Orientation - PFH 

 Tue Jan 14 6:30pm God & Family Class - 204 

  7:00pm Membership & Outreach - C/L 

 7:00pm Prayer Shawl Meeting - PFH 

 Wed Jan 15 8:15am Men's Group Breakfast - Offsite 

  6:00pm B.A.S.E. - 105 

 Thu Jan 16 9:30am Small Group Ministry Team - PFH 

  7:00pm Women's Book Group - 205 

 Sun Jan 19 11:00am Baptisms 

 7:00pm Endowment Committee Meeting - 106  

 Mon Jan 20 6:30pm Education Committee - C/L 

 7:00pm Stress Support Group - 106 

  8:00pm Young Adult Gathering - Front Street Cantina 

 Tue Jan 21 6:30pm God & Family Class - 204 

 6:30pm Stewardship Meeting– C/L 

 Wed Jan 22 11:00am Trinity Food Pantry - Offsite 

  6:30pm WHAM! - 202 and 204 

  6:30pm Immersion Bible Study - C/L 

 Thu Jan 23 6:00pm Restaurant Samplers– offsite 

  6:30pm Staff Parish Relations Committee - C/L 

 Sat Jan 25 4:30pm Feed My Starving Children - offsite 

 Mon Jan 27 7:00pm Administrative Council Meeting - JBFH 

 Tue Jan 28 6:30pm God & Family Class - 204 

 7:00pm Green Team - 206/207 

 Sat Jan 31 8:00pm Lock-In 

Recurring Events  
Worship at 8:30a and 11:00a and  
Communion Service at 10:00am 
Sunday School for all ages at                                   
9:45am & Confirmation 
Jr. & Sr. High Youth at 6:30pm 
 

 
Mondays: 
Lunch Bunch at noon 
 
Wednesdays: 
MEMs at 9:00am 
Jr. Chimes rehearsal at 6:00pm  
Jr. Choir rehearsal at 6:30pm 
Chancel Choir rehearsal at 7:00pm 
 
 

Thursdays: 
Worship Band Rehearsal at 7:00pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous - 206, 207 
 
Saturdays: 
Bellissimo Rehearsal at 9:00am 
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Plainfield United Methodist Church  
15114 S. Illinois Street  
Plainfield, IL 60544  

Regular Worship Schedule  

8:30a Worship with  Chancel Choir               
 

9:45a Sunday School for all ages and Confirmation  
 

10:00a Communion Service  
 

11:00a Worship with Worship Band  

 
Plainfield United Methodist Church 

Ph: (815) 436-9651 Fax: (815) 436-9764 
Web: www.plainfieldumc.com 

Email: pumc@plainfieldumc.com 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Thursday 
Office Hours 8:30am - 4:30pm 

 
Sunday Worship Schedule (through 5/20)  

8:30am Worship with Chancel Choir 
9:45am Sunday School & Confirmation 

10:00am Eucharist Service 
11:00am Worship Service with Worship Band 

 

Plainfield UMC Pastoral Staff 
 

Rev. Eun-Hye Choi, Lead Pastor 
eunhye.choi@plainfieldumc.com 

 

Rev. Chris Walters, Associate Pastor 
chris.walters@plainfieldumc.com 

 

Rev, Sherry Scates,  
Minister of Faith Formation 

sherry.scates@plainfieldumc.com 

 
Plainfield UMC Staff 

 
Kathleen Dombkoski/Cheryl Henbest  

Administrative Assistants 
pumc@plainfieldumc.com 

 

John DeGroot, Chancel Choir Director 
johndegroot@comcast.net 

 
Kelly Markwell, Bellissimo Choir Director 

bells@plainfieldumc.com 
 

Janine Valkema, Jr. Chimes 
Valkema@sbcglobal.net 

 

Chip Mackley, Worship Band Director 
motion09@sbcglobal.com 

 

Cheryl Henbest, Financial Secretary 
cheryl.henbest@plainfieldumc.com 

 

Kathy Hermansen, Organist 
kathleen_hermansen@comcast.net 

 

Karyn Holstead, Children’s Choir 
kholstead@hotmail.com 

 

Danielle Ivins, Parish Nurse 
parishnurse@plainfieldumc.com 

 
 

Hope Wooldridge, Bookkeeper 
hope@plainfieldumc.com 

 
 
 
 


